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coal is now a more important source o£ power.   In Sweden, Norway, ami
Finland, glacial streams play a still larger part in the industries.
(3) The Value of Waterpower in Switzerland. High mountains and
glaciation together with competent people cause Switzerland to be one of
the most advanced countries in the use of waterpower. The power used
by practically all the street railways there and by the bulk of the industrial
enterprises comes from waterfalls. The railroads,, too, depend mainly
upon hydroelectric power derived from electricity generated by the streams
that pour down from the mountains. The loom of the lacemaker and
the machine of the watchmaker in the home are also driven by hydro-
electric energy. Much electrical energy goes into the barn and house of
the peasant. Thus grain is threshed, butter is churned, water is pumped,
food for cattle is prepared, and the farmer is relieved of some of his most
arduous labor. Much of this is due to a wise policy of government regula-
tion and assistance, whereby the state retains the ownership of the water-
power sices, but private enterprises are encouraged.
Increasing Use of Waterpower
In the past, many of the best waterpower sites have been unavailable
because located in mountainous regions where the population is scanty,
the rough ground affords little opportunity for factories and houses, and
transportation is expensive. At last, however, hydroelectric methods of
transmitting power have so developed that nearly half of the possible
waterpower of the United States has been developed. Not only is a
400-mile transmission line in operation in southern California, but still
longer lines are planned or in operation. Engineers are considering the
construction of a 700-mile line in Africa from the Victoria Falls of the
Zambezi to the mines at Johannesburg. Of still greater importance is
the proposed superpower zone, a plan for linking together all the sources
of power in the northeastern United States.
No other waterpower site can hope to rival Niagara. The size of the
river, the sudden fall from a great height, the regularity of the rainfall,
and the steadiness of the river because of the great reservoirs back of it
are all advantages of the highest order. Moreover, the falls are located
in a comparatively level region where transportation is easy and cheap, and
where there is plenty of room to establish factories and build houses. And
finally, the falls are in a district where the population is dense, energetic,
and progressive, and which even without waterpower would be one of the
world's great manufacturing regions. '
The nearest rivals of Niagara are both called Victoria Falls. One, the
Zambezi, is more than twice as high as Niagara and carries an enormous
volume of water. The other, on the River Iguassu on the boundary

